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ROAD SAFETY COMMISSIONER — KIM PAPALIA 

236. Dr M.D. NAHAN to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Is it not true that Mr Papalia was moved on from his position by the Premier or his 
acting director general because of his actions? The Premier moved him on; he did not leave of his own accord. 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

I am advised that, from 7 and 8 June, Mr Papalia had started indicating that he was not keen on an ongoing role 
for himself at the Road Safety Commission. What is that? It is two or three weeks ago. He had indicated that to 
the steering committee and to people in the Public Sector Commission. 

Dr M.D. Nahan: Answer the question. Did you move him on? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is the answer to the member’s question: it was weeks ago. I had no involvement and 
Mr Foster had no involvement in these issues. The real issue here is the Leader of the Opposition trying to hide 
why that sponsorship deal was done. It did not go to cabinet; it was entered into the day before caretaker mode. 
What is in these documents that the Leader of the Opposition is trying to hide? Why did he write to Mr Papalia to 
indicate that he did not want the documents released? Why is it that he is not being open and accountable on the 
expenditure of public money? How is it that the former — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: How is it that the former government entered into these arrangements? I think the public 
has a right to know. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, I call you to order for the third time. This is not a shouting match. You 
have asked a question and you are getting your answer. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: I have explained what occurred. There was nothing more in it than changes to government 
to make it stronger and to get rid of the plethora of agencies that existed under the Liberal–National government 
to make sure that there is a more robust, collaborative government. Some people in the public sector do not like 
that and choose to move on. 
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